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1.0 PURPOSE OF BRIEFING
1.1 The purpose of this briefing note is to give Members background information on the 

recent improvement scheme consisting of principally road markings on Carr Lane in 
Walney.  

1.2 Requests have been received since the road markings were completed for a reduction 
in speed limit, which is currently national speed limit, which will also be covered in this 
briefing note. 

2.0 BACKGROUND

2.1 Natural England have been working for a number of years on the England Coast Path 
(ECP) which is a new trail around all of England’s coast.  Natural England expects to 
complete work on the ECP in 2020.  www.gov.uk 

2.2 As part of the work a ‘coastal margin’ is being identified.  Wherever possible this is on 
the coastline, however there is some ‘excepted land’ such as MOD land, private 
property / homes etc.  Where it is not possible for the trail to follow the exact coast line 
there has been some of the trail on small stretches of highway.  Natural England have 
tried to avoid highway wherever possible.

2.3 In the case of Carr Lane on Walney options were considered for the path to be off the 
highway.  Highway Officers and the Public Rights of Way Team met with Natural 
England around 2 years ago to discuss options for the path around Walney and 
various issues and possible locations where highway may have to be considered.  
Carr Lane was identified as part of the trail on highway because although it was 
desirable to have the ECP off the road north of Biggar it was not possible to put the 
route on the old embankment, or seawards of it, for nature conservation reasons (risk 
to disturbance of sensitive bird populations).   

2.4 Initially in consideration of Carr Lane the verge was looked at for pedestrians to use 
the verge adjacent to the highway.  Whilst the verge is useable along much of the 
length there are narrow pinch points where pedestrians would need to step out into the 
carriageway.  To use much of the verge would also require regular cut back of 
vegetation.

http://www.gov.uk/


2.5 It was considered by Highways and suggested that use of improved signage and the 
marking of a ‘ghost footway’ be an option.  The removal of the centre line should aid in 
reducing traffic speeds as drivers cannot rely on staying within ‘their side’ of the 
carriageway.  The edge marking with regular pedestrian symbols is only advisory and 
can be driven in however it indicates to drivers to expect pedestrians to be walking.  
The markings also indicate to pedestrians which side of the road they should use and 
we considered the east side as there are the most ‘step-offs’ on that side allowing 
pedestrians to use the verge or step to the side if vehicles are approaching for a lot of 
the stretch.  Below there are some pictures of the resultant road marking and signs on 
Carr Lane.

Picture 1: Looking South along Carr Lane

Picture 2: The road markings – an edge line 
at 1 metre with pedestrian symbols inside



2.6 Natural England follows a process to prepare all the parts of the route and contact 
many landowners over a lengthy of period of time before publishing of the coastal 
access proposals for public consultation.  The proposals for Walney were published in 
September 2016. 

2.7 The go ahead was given for the route in Autumn 2017 and works on the signs and 
dropped kerb were completed in march 2017 and the road markings were completed 
in mid-April 2018.  

3.0 NEXT STEPS

3.1 At Barrow Local Committee at its meeting of 9 May 2018 it was reported by Members 
that concerns had been raised about the road markings scheme and the speed of 
vehicles along Carr Lane.  

3.2 The intention of the improvement works and ‘ghost footway’ was to indicate 
pedestrians but also to act as a method of traffic calming aiming to reduce vehicle 
speeds on Carr Lane.  They have been implemented in other places, mostly within 
South Lakeland such as Backbarrow, cark and Haverthwaite with a lot of positive 
feedback and use now for 5 + years.

3.3 A speed limit reduction would not necessarily be appropriate and there would need to 
be consideration of what measures, if any, are necessary and appropriate.  Any 
proposal for a speed limit reduction would require full consultation with the Police and 
their support.  The cost of a speed limit reduction would need to be considered and 
would be approximately £3,500 for the traffic regulation Order and £2,500 for the 
necessary signs and road markings.  There is no budget identified in this financial year 
therefore costs would need to be identified from a future years budget.  

3.4 At this time it is recommended that the new scheme is given time to settle in and for 
assessment to include some speed monitoring on Carr Lane to be undertaken over 
the next 12 months.   This would enable Officers to determine if further measures such 
as a speed limit reduction are appropriate.  

3.5 A further report to Highways Advisory Sub group is recommended after 12 months.
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